
Playing Atari With Saddam Hussein: Based 
on a True Story

 Novel
 Jennifer Roy

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/bENnE/Playing-Atari-With-Saddam-Hussein-Based-on-a-True-Story
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/bENnE/Playing-Atari-With-Saddam-Hussein-Based-on-a-True-Story
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/bENnE/Playing-Atari-With-Saddam-Hussein-Based-on-a-True-Story
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/bENnE/Playing-Atari-With-Saddam-Hussein-Based-on-a-True-Story
http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/EaXe/OPMw/bENnE/Playing-Atari-With-Saddam-Hussein-Based-on-a-True-Story


At the start of 1991, eleven-year-old Ali Fadhil was consumed by his love for soccer, video
games, and American television shows. Then, on January 17, Iraq’s dictator Saddam Hussein
went to war with thirty-four nations led by the United States.Over the next forty-three days, Ali
and his family survived bombings, food shortages, and constant fear. Ali and his brothers played
soccer on the abandoned streets of their Basra neighborhood, wondering when or if their medic
father would return from the war front. Cinematic, accessible, and timely, this is the story of one
ordinary kid’s view of life during war. 



Shooting Kabul (The Kabul Chronicles), A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story, A Dog in
the Cave: The Wolves Who Made Us Human



Boymom3, “Great book. My 6th grade son read this book for school. He need to pick a book
within the genre of historical fiction. Given this book has video game and soccer references it
appeared to be a good choice. He really enjoyed it. I read it after him and I have to say it is very
well written. It provides a first hand account from a child's perspective of how war has affected
people to some extent. It lightly touches on religious differences, politics, the devastation of war,
cultural differences, and more. I highly recommend this book.”

Tess Eggleston, “Skinny book/hard to put down!. This quick read reels you in immediately,
holding your attention until the last page. Fascinating, up-close viewpoint from a child’s eyes
about a time period the target audience would have no recollection about...because they weren’t
born yet. Lots to think about and discuss. The simplistic language, perhaps because it was co-
written by a non-native English speaker, sometimes distracted me. Perhaps that is a good thing,
though, because it reminded me of the narrator and his backstory.”

Janelle Harp, “Love this book. The story is so good. It’s nice to look at the world from someone
else’s view.”

J. Kuntze, “A good book. My 11-year old and I read this story together, and he found it
entertaining and captivating. We enjoyed learning more about a small part of Iraq’s history
through Ali’s eyes.”

Leesiejoy70, “Middle school reading assignment. My daughter read this book for a school
assignment and said it was a good book.”

Cassie Thomas, “I have loved this window view into a young child's life the .... I have loved this
window view into a young child's life the same age as my students. This has allowed my
students to see what life is like for those in Iraq who are the same age as them. Must have in
your middle grade classroom!”

crosenba, “Excellent YA!. Enjoyed listening to this book! Wonderfully written and read.”

Kit, “So Great!. I just loved this book because of the perspectives of the children. Being a child,
my opinions and perspectives are often overlooked. This book makes me feel like my thoughts
are important!”

The book by Jennifer Roy has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 103 people have provided feedback.
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